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My editorial notes are in this font, and other editorial interpolations are within [square brackets].

My sources, defined in the Bibliography of Sources, consist primarily of Brumbaugh’s Maryland Records
(which include many primary records facsimiles), the several compilations of Bettie Stirling Carothers, and the
USCensuses for 1790 and 1800.

The abstracts below are grouped by their source, and book and page references to each source, keyed to
the Bibliography, appear within {curly braces}.

The records I've abstracted herein include:

Marriage Licenses; Marriage Records (mostly ministers’s returns);  the 1786 Maryland Census;
Maryland Oaths of Fidelity and Support, 1777-1778; Revolutionary War military records;
the 1790 USCensus for Maryland;  and the 1800 USCensus for Maryland

My Target Surname: “DENNISONs+"

Language has always been primarily an oral/aural affair, and before the early decades of the 1800s, when
Webster’s new Dictionary popularized the idea of one correct spelling for every word, even literate clerks and
other recorders spelled all but the most familiar words phonetically, according to their own idiosyncratic and
variable conventions. In fact, it wasn’t uncommon for the same surname to be spelled several different ways
in the same document.

To avoid clumsy circumlocutions like Dennison/Denison/Deniston/Danison... that don’t even exhaust all
the possible spellings of that complex of surname, | use the all-caps DENNISON (the most common or
standardized modern spelling) to refer to all phonetic cognates of that surname.

Because the following research into Maryland records was prompted by my earlier research of the
PittsylvaniaCoVA records for several families whose surnames had widely varying spellings there, but all
crystallized out as DENNISON after 1800, and because my focus was further directed back to Maryland by
DENNISON Patrilineage 6 Project member Kathy Warren Baker, who had found putative Maryland marriage
records for her PittsylvaniaCo and KY ancestor Benjamin DENNISON, whose wife was named Drusilla, in
which Benjamin’s surname was spelled Danielson and Donaldson, I've widened my search of the MD records
to embrace the surnames not only DENNISON, but also DANIELSON and DONALDSON, or any other
ambiguous “D...son” forms that seemed to inhabit the cracks.

| have therefore christened my phonetically broadened target surname complex “DENNISONs+".

Early American surnames whose sounds and therefore phonetic spellings stray outside the familiar British
surname complexes are rare, and generally bespeak Anglicization of unfamiliar oral patterns, and ultimately
foreign origins, and | suspect that that is the case with what looks like an extended family of Maryland
immigrants.

Maryland and its political subdivisions

Maryland, Pennsylvania, and tiny Rhode Island were the only British American colonies that were tolerant
of alien or unpopular ethnicities or religions, and Maryland in particular was hospitable to Catholics, although
in 1692, the Anglican Church was established there, and the colony, previously divided into counties, and
below that “hundreds” (an old English county subdivision), was in 1692 divided a different way into
ecclesiastical Anglican parishes. Originally, from 1692-1694 30 Maryland parishes were created, and later 15
more parishes were added—at least until after the Revolution, when the Anglican Church was disestablished.
As far as | know, these parishes respected county boundaries. As a result of this imposition of the Anglican
church, some of the old Maryland records here abstracted reference parishes as county subdivisions, and others
reference hundreds, and I’'ve not yet found any very good or comprehensive maps that lay out the topography
of these subdivisions. However, the division, and sub-division of Maryland into counties over time, is
adequately shown year by year on this Animap for MD.

Since the impetus for compiling this resource derived originally from DENNISONs+ who were inhabitants
of PrinceGeorge and/or Montgomery counties, it may be worth noting at this point that PrinceGeorgeCo was
created in 1696 from elements of AnneArundel, Charles, and Calvert counties, while in 1748, a large chunk
of the PG’s sparsely settled NW extent was hived off to create FrederickCo, which at that time constituted the
whole of MD’s NW panhandle. Finally, in 1776, FrederickCo’s NW and SW wings were clipped, and the SW
section, now adjacent to PG and AnneArundel, became MontgomeryCo.
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Maryland Marriage Licenses

Anne Arundel County
29Junl781 Aaron Donaldson & Mary Little ({2:431}
29Decl781 Elijah Donaldson & Mary Ann Cheney {2:431}
3Marl783 Richard Donaldson & Rachel Waters {2:431}
26Junl795 Samuel Warfield & Susanna Danison {2:480}
24Aprl1798 Richard Donaldson & Margaret Rhodes {2:431}
4Junl802 John Lowe & Lydia Danison {2:452}
7Decl802 Rezin Donaldson & Ann Dove {2:431}
17Decl803 Aaron Dannison & Henrietta Burton {2:429}
12Jan1804 Thomas Rawlings & Tabitha Donaldson {2:465}
5Decl1804 Levy Donalson & Eleanor Low ({2:431}
10Nov1806 Richard Donaldson & Rebecca Marriott {2:431}
8Nov1808 Elijah Danison & Rachel Chaney {2:429}
15Decl1815 William Phelps & Ann Dannison {2:462}
27Nov1816 Elijah Burgee & Mary M. Danieson {2:422}
230ctl1l819 Thomas Donaldson & Caroline Waters {2:431}

Prince George’s County, Upper Marlborough [Parish]
29Decl777 Zachariah Danielson & Sarah Benson {1:110,99}
260ctl779 Benjamin Danielson & Drusilla Pearce {1:109,143}

Maryland Marriage Records

Montgomery County

11Apr1778 Bayly Donnaldson & Milley Cockaril, by Rev.Joseph Threlkeld {2:518}
13Marl779 Gerrard T. Connor & Amelia T. Donaldson,by Rev.Clement Brooke{2:513}
280ctl779 Benj[ami]n Donaldson & Drucilla Peace, by Rev. Clement Brooke {2:513}

The source for these two marriages by Rev. Brooke is given as “Maryland Marriages, pp203-213, at the MD
Historical Society”, and they are two of forty performed by the Rev. Brooke between 7Feb1779-240ct1780.
Five of them, including the marriage of Benj[ami]n Donaldson are annotated “P[rince] Gleorge]’s Col[unty]”,
and Donaldson’s marriage record presumably corresponds to the marriage license for Benjamin Danielson &
Drusilla Pearce dated two days before in Prince George’s County.

The exact meaning of the “PG” annotation isn’t explained by Brumbaugh: it could just mean that PG was
where the license came from, or it could mean that the marriage was performed in PG, though that would beg
the question of why Brooke returned a record of it to the MontgomeryCo authorities. And although the “PG”
marriages Brookes performed covered just the period 4Sep1779-310ct1779, there were other non-“PG”
marriages within that time frame.

Washington County
2[7?]Augl793 Johnn Neighbous & Mary Deninson, by Rev. Jacob Weimer {2:528}
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The Provincial Maryland Census of 1776

As of 1776, Maryland had 18 counties, but collectively, my two sources, Brumbaugh and Carothers-1776,
have transcribed only the records of 9 of these (the asterisked ones appear only in Carothers): *Anne Arundel,
*Baltimore, Caroline, Dorchester, *Frederick, Harford, *PrinceGeorge, QueenAnne, and Talbot. Missing from
both sets of transcriptions are the counties of Cecil, Charles, Calvert, Kent, Montgomery, Somerset, StMary’s,
Washington, and Worcester.

The 1776 MD Census for all but AnneArundel and PrinceGeorge’s counties was taken by the “hundreds”
while for AA and PG it was taken by the parishes into which these counties were ecclesiastically divided.
Unfortunately, neither of my sources for this 1776 Census (Brumbaugh and Carothers-1776) have provided any
guidance about whether their county abstracts cover all of the hundreds/parishes, or whether all of these lists
are even still extant.

With respect to the creation of MontgomeryCo n 1776, though neither source provides any 1776 Census
abstracts for MontgomeryCo, Carothers {77,86} does indicate that the populous Frederick Hundred of
FrederickCo that she abstracted likely became Sugarland Hundred of MontgomeryCo, and though she lists
several other hundreds that belonged to MontgomeryCo, my guess is that initially this Frederick Hundred was
the whole of MontgomeryCo as of 1776.

Carothers’s has only one list for PrinceGeorgeCo, taken by Thomas Dent, and dated 31Aug1776. The head
note {122} says that this list covers the parishes of StJohns and PrinceGeorge. But a third parish had been
created in PrinceGeorgeCo—UpperMarlboro Parish, created in 1704—so it’s not clear whether this Prince
George list is complete for the county, and given the fact that there’s at least one PG Marriage Records for
DENNISONSs+ in 1777 but no corresponding 1776 Census records, my guess is that the census for
UpperMarlBoro Parish is missing.

The 1776 Census for PrinceGeorgeCo was unique in another way highly valuable for genealogists: all the
members of each household are listed by name, not just the adult men, and the age in years of each person
listed was recorded.

A scan of the “D”s for both Brumbaugh and Carothers for DENNISON+ surnames turns up only the
following:

Anne Arundel County, All Hallows Parish

Whites Blacks Taxables
Men Women Children
Moses Donaldson 2 1 4 - 2 {1:415}

Harford County, Spesutia Lower Hundred

The 1776 Census for this county appears to list every person in each household by name and age, including
slaves. One James Dennison is the last non-slave listed in a large composite household, whose head appears
to be Amos Garrett, aged 53, and which includes 36 slaves. | think that there’s a fair chance that Dennison is
the overseer of these slaves, or one of them, and his is also likely the James who signed on in September, 1777,
as a Continental soldier for the duration of the war.

Here is the complete inventory of whites in this composite household, in the order listed:
Amos Garrett 53, Frances Garrett 48, Mileah Garrett 19, F rancis Garrett Jr 13,
John Hanson 17, Mary Elder 35, Bethiah West 19, Sarah Conally 45, Sarah Cannon 26,
Thomas Newland 70, Daniel Maud 65, FElizabeth Flanagin 19, Thomas Greenfield 12,
Nathan Swain 32, Cassandra Swain 8, Catherine Collins 20, Usher Tracey 28,
James Dennison 30,

followed by 36 named negroes {2:148—from a facsimile page}
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Maryland Oaths of Fidelity and Support, 1778

I've so far been unable to find any very complete or authoritative explanation of these records online, or
in my two sources (Brumbaugh and Carothers), but according to the brief introduction in Carothers-Oaths1&2,
on 5Fev1777 the Maryland General Assembly passed legislation requiring that all males aged 18 or over be
polled to ascertain who was willing to subscribe to an oath of fidelity and support for the Revolutionary cause.
Some archivists of these lists seem to think that some or all are of those who either subscribed or who refused
to subscribe, but paging through these facsimile lists of PrinceGeorgeCo it appears that both affirmers and
dissenters from the oath were at least sometimes listed. And because the former outnumbered the latter some
20-1, the lists that don’t include dissenters were probably all affirmers. It wouldn’t be surprising, though, if
derivative lists were made of just dissenters, and one archival note | found in the MD Archives online catalog
refers to a list of only dissenters.

Anne Arundel County
Unfortunately, Carothers, as far as | know the only published compiler of the oaths list for Anne Arundel,
consolidated and alphabetized all the local lists for this county, thus destroying any circumstantial evidence of
familial relationship as a reflection of local residency and/or proximity on the original lists.
Joseph Donaldson {Carothers—Oaths-1,3}
Moses Donaldson {Carothers—Oaths-1,3}
Moses Donaldson Jr. {Carothers—Oaths-1,3}
Thomas Donaldson {Carothers—Oaths-1,3}

Prince George’s County

Brumbaugh appears to have published facsimiles of all the (then) extant oath lists for PrinceGeorgeCo.
These are evidently very localized lists as they contain, typically about 100 names each. They vary in format,
and only some differentiate signers from non-signers.

James Beck’s Return

Richard ™ Donaldson {2:253}

Benj[amin] Hall’s Return ... to the Governor’s Council

Hall’s local list of 104 names is unalphabetized and the proximity of these two Donaldson names on it ,
suggesting that both signed Hall’s list at about the same time, strengthens the probability of their close familial
relationship. Hall tallied the first 97 names on his list as “Affirmers” then listed and tallied 4 more names: these
were presumably refusers—i.e. British Loyalists. These two proximate Donaldsons were among the Affirmers:

Benjamin Donaldson

...[3 names]...
Zachariah Donaldson {2:275}

No BARNES or PEARCE/PIERCE on Hall’s list.
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Revolutionary War Military Records for Maryland, 1776-1785

A search of the online Maryland Archives database for DENNISONs+ from 1750-1799 turned
up mostly Revolutionary War Records for James, Patrick, and John Dennis[t]Jon, and particularly
records for James, whom I suspect was the same James Dennison who appears in the 1776 Maryland
Census of HarfordCo. The military James evidently enlisted on 17Augl776 as a Continental soldier
for the duration of the war, and was probably the same James who was finally discharged on
26]ul1782.

According to the Wiki for “The Maryland and Virginia Rifle Regiment” (a.k.a. Rawlings’
Regiment, for its ranking MD officer, Lt.Col. Moses Rawlings) because it was comprised of men both
from MD and from northern VA, was organized early, in Jun1776, but was overrun and the majority
of its men were captured at the 16Nov1776 Battle of Ft.Washington in Manhattan. The MD remnants
of this force, augmented by later enlistees, who may have included James, were reorganized as a
company under the command of Capt. Alexander Lawson Smith, and participated actively as
reconnaissance and skirmishers in Washington’s guerrilla campaign in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
Later, elements of “Rawlings” Regiment” (though it was never brought up to full strength), served on
the western PA frontier.

The same document that summarizes James Denniston’s service (and indicates that he was at some
point a drummer), notes that one Pat[ric]k Dennison also enlisted as a drummer on 4Jun1778 but was
discharged on 20Jan1780, and also notes that he “deserted, joined...”. This may well have been a
younger brother of James, and there are also a few military records for a John Dennison that I haven’t
looked at. The fact that James’s surname is spelled with a “t” (the Scottish form of DENNISON) and
that there was also a likely related DENNISON named Patrick, suggests that these DENNISONS
were Scotch-Irish.

The fact that one of these soldiers was named James, and was likely the 1776 James Dennison of
HarfordCoMD, is of considerable interest because there were two contemporary James Dennisons
(usually with that spelling) of FauquierCoVA, which lay just 50 miles due west of
PrinceGeorgeCoMD, though more like 100 miles from HarfordCoMD. There is further, reason to
believe that these two FauquierCo James were mutually unrelated, but that one of them migrated
south to PittsylvaniaCoVA after the war. Although the timing doesn’t quite work for identifying
either of these FauquierCo Jameses with the Maryland soldier, there is need to give this matter careful
consideration.
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DENNISON +s in the USCensus for Maryland, 1790 and 1800
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* 1790 USCensus * my conventions for abstracting the USCensus are defined here.
% %k Kk Kk k Kk ok k kk kkkkkk

FreeWhite Other

M:16+ M:<16 F:All Free Slave TOTAL
MARYLAND, ANNE ARUNDEL County

Richard Dandison 1 2 1 0 0 4
14 AnArMD-----: 358-04

Thomas Danielson 1 1 6 0 0 9
16 AnArMD-----: 361-01

Moses Donalson 1 1 3 0 0 5
19 AnArMD-----: 367-04

Thomas Danderson 1 2 6 0 0 9
19 AnArMD-----: 367-13

Moses Danderson 1 4 3 0 0 8
19 AnArMD-----: 367-14

Joseph Danerson 1 0 3 0 0 4
19 AnArMD----- : 367-15

[Elija D]onaldson 2 1 4 0 0 7
19 AnArMD----- : 367-23

Richard Danielson 1 0 2 0 0 3
19 AnArMD----- : 368-08

Thomas Danison 1 1 7 0 0 9
33 AnArMD-----: 395-11

Joseph Danison 1 0 3 0 0 4
33 AnArMD-----: 395-17

Aaron Dennison 3 1 1 0 0 5
40 AnArMD----- : 410-14

All the PrinceGeorgeCo DENNISON+s seem to have removed to adjacent AnneArundelCo, and, just as in
PittsylvaniaCoVA at the time (to which Benjamin and one Richard seem to have repaired) the spelling of their oddly
pronounced surname appears to have been unstable. As the 1800 USCensus for AnneArundel shows, it seems to have
crystallized out at DONALDSON in Maryland, but as DENNISON in PittsylvaniaCoVA, and a bit later, in KY.

FreeWhite Other
M:16+ M:<16 F:All Free Slave TOTAL
MARYLAND, BALTIMORE County, Baltimore (town)

Joseph Donaldson 5 4 4 0 2 -
3 BaltMD-Balt: 5-11
Joseph Donaldson 3 5 3 0 2 -

18 BaltMD-Balt: 34-24

MARYLAND, CHARLES County
Joseph Donnison 3 0 0 0 0 3
9 CharMD----- : 558-28

MARYLAND, KENT County
Isaac Donaldson 1 2 1 0 0 -

Samuel Danielson 1 4 4 0 0 -
10 WashMD----- : 17R-08

Rachel Danielson 0 2 2 0 0 -
12 WashMD-----: 20R-24
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* 1800 USCensus * my conventions for abstracting the USCensus are defined here.

Jo g % d ke K Kk ok ok ok Kk
Free Whites
M: 0 10 16 26 45
F: 9 -15 -25 44 +
MARYLAND, ALLEGANY County, MURLEY BRANCH

Sam[ue]l Dannison 1 2 2 0 1
1 AlleMD-MrBr: 9+-20 1 0 0 0 1
Fred Dannison 3 0 0 1 0
1 AlleMD-MrBr: 9+-23 2 0 0 1 0
John Dannison 2 0 0 1 0
1 AlleMD-MrBr: 9+-35 2 0 0 1 0
Jarret Dannison 4 1 0 1 0
1 AlleMD-MrBr: 9+-39 1 1 1 1 0
MARYLAND, ANNE ARUNDEL
Moses Donaldson Sr 0 1 1 0 1
10 AnArMD----- : 87-08 0 1 1 0 1
Moses Donaldson 0 0 1 0 0
10 AnArMD-----: 87-09 1 0 1 0 0
Thomas Donaldson 0 0 2 0 0
10 AnArMD----- : 87-19 0 0 1 0 0
Zacha[riah] Donaldson 0 2 1 0 1
10 AnArMD----- . 87-23 1 3 2 1 0
Elijah Donaldson 2 2 0 1 0
10 AnArMD-----: 87-30 1 2 0 1 0
Richard Donaldson 0 0 0 1 0
13 AnArMD-----: 93-08 0 0 0 0 0
Joseph Danason 0 0 0 0 1
13 AnArMD-----: 93-12 0 1 1 0 1
Thomas Donalson 0 0 0 0 1
13 AnArMD----- : 100-14 0 1 0 2 0

Other
Free

0

0

Slave

0

Besides the three Donaldsons on this census page there are 7 Marriotts,
and | note that one Richard Donaldson married Rebecca Marriott in AnneArundelCo in 1806.

Marg[are]t Donaldson 0 0 0 0 0
17 AnArMD----- : 612-35 0 1 0 1 0

0

0

Ths surnames of all but one of the DENNISON+s remaining in AnneArundel since 1790, have now crystallized

out as DONALDSON.

MARYLAND, BALTIMORE County, Baltimore (town)

Simon Donalson 1 0 1 0 1
58 BaltMD-Balt: 08 0 1 1 1 0
W[illia]lm Donnalson 0 0 3 1 0
60 BaltMD-Balt: 04 1 1 1 0 0
John Donalson 0 4 0 1 0
60 BaltMD-Balt: 10 1 1 0 1 1
Mrs. Donnalson 0 3 0 0 1
61 BaltMD-Balt: 010 1 0 1 1
Betsey Donaldson 3 0 0 0 0
62 BaltMD-Balt: 11 1 0 1 1 0

MARYLAND, CHARLES County, Durham Parish
Ann Donaldson 1 0 0 0
11 CharMD-Durh: 503-11 0 0 0 1

o o

MARYLAND, HARFORD County, District 2
Jerusha Denison 0 1 0 0 0
14 HarfMD-Dis2: 95-24 3 1 0 1 1
MARYLAND, HARFORD County, District 3
Mathew Dennison 1 0 0 0
9 HarfMD-Dis3: 108-06 O 0 1 0 0

=
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MARYLAND, WASHINGTON County, Funkstown

John A Donaloson 0 0 1 1 0 0 0
2 WashMD-Funk: 596-06 O 0 1 0 0

MARYLAND, WASHINGTON County, Upper Antietam Hundred

Heza[kiah] Denizen 0 0 0 2 0 0 0
10 WashMD----- : 618-06 O 0 1 0 0

MARYLAND, WORCESTER County, Bogerternorton Hundred (the modern spelling)

John Dennesson 1 1 0 1 0 0 0
18 WorcMD-Boge: 777-10 2 1 0 1 0

Isaac A Denston 4 1 0 0 0 0 0
30 WorcMD-Boge: 798-09 2 0 0 1 0

Levin Denston 2 0 2 1 1 0 0
32 WorcMD-Boge: 802-15 1 0 0 0 1

Isaac Denston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
32 WorcMD-Boge: 802-16 0 0 0 0 0
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Bibliography of Sources
Gaius Marcus Brumbaugh
Maryland Records: Colonial, Revolutionary, County, and Church, from Original Sources,
Volume 1 (BaltimoreMD: Williams & Wilkins Co, 1915)
Volume 2 (LancasterPA: Lancaster Press Inc, 1928)
Cited as {<volume> : <page>}

Many pages in these books are photocopies of original records and items I've extracted from these
original records are boldfaced; other items I've taken from Brumbaugh’s abstracts | may have rearranged or
abstracted in my own way. All my transcriptions follow my RMM transcription rules—preserving all the original
words, but modernizing capitalization, punctuation, and spelling, except for the spelling of names.

Bettie Stirling Carothers, 1776 Census of Maryland (LuthervilleMD, [197 ?])

Cited as {Carothers—1776 , <page>}

This compilation of the 1776 Census of Maryland covers the counties of AnneArundel, Baltimore, Caroline,
Charles, Dorchester, Frederick, Harford, PrinceGeorge, QueenAnne, and Talbot.

Missing are the counties of Calvert, Cecil, Kent, Somerset, StMary, and Worchester, and also the new
counties of Montgomery and Washington, carved out of FrederickCo in 1776.

DENNISON+ surnames appear in the counties of AnneArundel, and PrinceGeorge.

Bettie Stirling Carothers,
9000 Men Who Signed the Oatbs of Allegiance and Fidelity to Maryland During the Revolution,

Volume 1 (ChesterfieldMO, [197 ?])

Cited as {Carothers—Oaths-1, <page>}

This compilation of the oaths of fidelity covers the counties of AnneArundel, Cecil, Charles, Frederick,
Harford, Montgomery, PrinceGeorge, QueenAnne, Somerset, Talbot, and Washington. Unfortunately, the
names recorded here have been alphabetized across each county, and the evidence localizing them to
individual hundreds and lists hasn’t been abstracted. It’s also left somewhat ambiguous whether any or all of
these lists include the names of non-signers as well as signers.

There is no overall index for this book, but I've scanned each of the county lists without finding any
DENNISON+ surnames

Bettie Stirling Carothers,
Signers of the Oath of Fidelity to Maryland During the Revolution,

Volume 2 (ChesterfieldMO, [197 ?])

Cited as {Carothers—Oaths-2 , <page>}

This compilation of the oaths of “fidelity and support” for the Revolutionary cause taken between after
5Feb1777 and before TMar1778 covers only the counties of Baltimore, Calvert, Caroline, Dorchester, and
Montgomery. Unfortunately, the names recorded here have been alphabetized across each county, and the
evidence localizing them to individual hundreds and lists hasn’t been abstracted. Also, the compiler states that
the Baltimore list includes non-signers as well as signers, but | see no differentiation between them in the
abstracts.

There is no overall index for this book, but I've scanned each of the county lists without finding any
DENNISON+ surnames

Bettie Stirling Carothers, 1778 Census of Maryland (ChesterfieldMO, [197 ?])

Cited as {Carothers—1778 , <page>}

This compilation covers only the counties of Caroline, Charles, and QueenAnne. The compiler’s brief
preface note says that this census was taken to determine who had not signed the oath—which might, but
almost certainly does not, mean that the names here listed are of those who didn’t sign.

This compilation of the oaths of “fidelity and support” for the Revolutionary cause taken between after
5Feb1777 and before 1Mar1778 covers only the counties of Caroline, Charles, and Queen Anne. These lists
have been transcribed verbatim, and preserve both the locality of each county sublist (with the name of the
magistrate list taker, and/or the name of the “hundred”), and the original order of names within the sublist.

However, no DENNISON+ names appear in the index.
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